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 Roma: Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 1954. 1510 pp., 8°. 294,000 words. 2,5 × 1,5 × 1,15 h. [Lat., history of German
literature in the pietist period]. This history of German literature from the pietist period is, like all histories of literary

historiography, indebted to the fact that Germany was an integral part of the cultural world of Europe, and hence the great
variety of her literature can be viewed as a series of continuities and discontinuities in the development of ideas, customs, and

institutions. In the course of its many centuries, Germany went through a kaleidoscope of changing political, religious, and
social conditions; so we are told that it is the only country that has changed its identity several times and many times over and
been just as capable of arousing antagonism as of being immersed in peaceful forgetfulness. This is reflected in the plural and
occasionally contradictory nature of her literary histories; the author has an excellent knowledge of his subject but as yet lacks

perspective. (In the final chapter he mentions the Italian Church historiography of the same period, which is not only a rich
source of material but also gave up the war of words and used the principle of dialogue, instead of giving the other side of the
story.) The work covers the whole of German literature from the fourteenth to the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is

divided into three sections: the first on the history of German literature from 1500-1800 and the pietist period, the second on
the period between 1800-1850 and the rise of romanticism, and the third on the further development of German literature from

1850-1900. The author quotes from a large number of original sources, notably German, French, Italian, and English. In the
section on German literature he is not only a literary historian but also a poet and critic. He begins the discussion of German
literature in the pietist period with a brief introduction in which the essential features of the pietism are presented. His main
subject is the pietist literary development, that is to say, the development of the German language and the history of German

literature in the pietist period. This development, he says, "precedes the German language by a century and a half" (p. 6),
meaning that it was the precondition for the linguistic and literary development of modern Germany. The author then gives a

brief survey of the various schools 82157476af
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